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Analysis of Film and Play, “The Great White Hope” by Martin Ritt

The movie the “The Great White Hope” is a motivational movie to watch. Both the film and the play emphasize nature. The text is polemical, black passion play concerning the life of Jack Jefferson. The play captures racism that existed in the 1900s. It as well brings out the theme of love by focusing on Jack’s romantic notion after he flaunts with her white fiancé. Besides, it is a fictionalized description of Jack who in the year 1908 knocked out Tommy Burns in boxing competition to be the first black to win a heavyweight championship in the world. 

The film differentiates itself in a manner of ways. The movie encompasses a performance that creates the windy, somewhat empty cinema appear like tenanted, if not by natural life, in any case by aspects of art. In that, James Earl Jones the character that re-brands the role of Jack Jefferson he played on Broadway, hence making the film a marvelous watch. The film as well combines heroic physical attributes, technique and a mysterious approach of sticking out intelligence in a manner that the lead cast controls and commands the views attention even in the scenario where the play or drama does not command the attention of the readers. 

Also, the film conceals the actual themes of the film. In that, as opposed to the play that explores with the immense depth the brutal honesty, the nature, and scope of the existing racial conflicts amid the blacks and the whites, the film uses fair scenes that do not depict racism but rather entertainment. 

Similarly, Mr. Ritt has shown the entire film in an only manner that is possible. The scenes appear to be locked inside an enormous proscenium arch. The sequences of the fights are presented as dumb scenes to the dream and vision accompaniment, as, for example; cheers. The camera occasionally looks far beyond the sets to an actual world, and the real world is captured as it exists in a theatrical masquerade. 

From the above delineation, the film director has shown his prowess exceedingly well as compared in the play. The film avoids the likely fate of the epic theatrical performance that turns out to be grotesque on the screen, whereas after all man is perceived in a similar scope as his settings.  

The film endeavors to retain a particular style of the play. The movie, just like the play, flows regarding well planned and schematic scenes that play up the role of Jack and depict the early victory, his succeeding persecution, and his embarrassment as if they were Cross’s Stations. Also, the movie retains the prevalent reminiscent of New York’s old Group Theater productions. In that, it employs the evil choruses when the members of the boxing committee conspire to influence Jack to heave a championship session. Besides, it encompasses the choirs praising Jack that was sung and composed by Jack’s folks and family. Both the play and the movie contain the scope of mystical soothsayer who put sit to jack, at the elevation of his early victory with doom predictions.

In conclusion, the paper captures the differences that exist amid the play and the film, “The Great White Hope.” The differences emanate from the manner in which the play and movie present their ideas. In that, the film employs the video techniques, and the play uses language to communicate to its viewers and readers respectively.
